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customary of late, and the actions of the ministry were
in harmony with the policy it enunciated. 55,000 men
were voted for the navy, 45,000 for the army; the
Hanoverian troops were sent back to the Continent,
and Pitt adopted the bold idea of raising two regiments
from the Highland clans which had lately been engaged
in rebellion against the Crown, a measure which more
than anything else contributed to change the disaffection
of the Highlanders into loyalty. A bill for the organi-
sation of a militia was passed through both Houses of
Parliament, though opposed by the Lords, who impaired
its efficiency by reducing the number of men to be raised
to 32,340, one-half of what had been originally proposed.
Reinforcements were despatched to America, and a
daring and comprehensive plan was formed for the pro-
secution of the war in that quarter.
Nor was Pitt less determined to carry on the war on
the Continent with vigour. Regardless of his former
philippics against Hanover, he now loudly pro-
nentai°n *" claimed the necessity of defending the electo-
poiicy. ratej an(j asserted that Hanover ought to be
as dear to Englishmen as Hampshire. He was equally
resolved on cordial co-operation with Frederick the
Great, whom he described, somewhat rhetorically, as
standing £ the unshaken bulwark of Europe against the
most powerful and malignant confederacy that ever yet
has threatened the independence of mankind.' Unfor-
tunately, Pitt's power was not equal to his will. His
gout was a great obstacle to the transaction of business,
and the king disliked him too strongly to be much in-
fluenced by his opinion in what he considered his own
special department—the management of foreign affairs.
The measures for the defence of Hanover were con-
certed by the electoral ministers of George II., men
without military knowledge, and animated by the tradi-

